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has provided a machine of which full use has been made.
Those who have perused the articles of the White Paper will
be aware that there is an interesting anomaly, which has
been put into words. Neither the Princes' States them-
selves nor even the great provinces of India are competent
to enter a federation. They have to be made so. His
Majesty in Council will wave a fairy wand, if the time should
come, declare each and all independent sovereign states
and provinces. Half an hour later they will surrender their
wand-granted status and sign instruments of accession.
But the very fact that this is necessary is a striking illustra-
tion of the complications and vast machinery which an
attempt to federalize a continent so peculiarly constituted
must involve.

In the systems of government,, some still intensely
Oriental, it is possible not only to trace survivals of great
antiquity, but to see them at work much as Megasthenes,
the Greek ambassador to the Court of Chandra-Gupta,
saw them several generations before the Christian era. In
those states, and they are many, which were carved by
modern adventurers in perhaps Georgian times, this would
not be the case so completely; but in the Rajputana states,
habits and tradition reach back into the mists of time, and
are pregnant with history and custom that are still worth
further study by the ethnological expert, as well as the
historian.

Since the Moslem states are few, and even where the
rulers are Moslem the people are Hindu, the working of
the old Moslem way of government is not seen so freely
and completely as is the Hindu law in the old Hindu states.
It is not till you get to the frontier state of Kelat that you
see the Qpran and the Shariat in any sort of operation with
a Moslem ruler, ruling a Moslem people. Even there the
jiziah, the poll tax on the non-Moslem, that Aurungzebe
tried to impose, nay did by force impose, on India, will not
be seen.